Conflict Road Map
Independent Novel Project

Purpose (Standards):  

RL 10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support an analysis of what the text says

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL 10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

RL 10.3 Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.

RL 10.5 Analyze the structure of a story, order of events and how they create such effects as tension or surprise.

RL 10.7 Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene, including what is emphasized.

Purpose (Project):  

1. To exhibit an understanding of independent reading.



2. To generate a character analysis of all characters assisting in the plot.
3. To analyze internal and external conflicts demonstrated by chosen characters.


4. To challenge your creativity and reasoning.
Project continued:
Every novel we read is filled with complex characters that are challenged to face outside forces in order to achieve a goal.  For these characters to succeed, they must demonstrate a variety of traits and characteristics.

Your job is to track the conflicts of your character throughout the entire novel and create a “road map” that will illustrate the obstacles they faced.

Steps to follow: (It is important that you follow these closely and in order! Include page numbers!!)
1. Identify your main character.  While reading, track the various events your protagonist is faced with throughout the ENTIRE novel.  You should have at least 10 different events. More events are recommended so that you can decide the most important 10. Each event should be explained in 2-3 sentences MAX. (Text is recommended for this section. If you need help figuring out how to cite an event, let me know and I will help you. You must have pages ready)
2. Identify a character trait which you learned about your Protagonist through each event. (You may not repeat adjectives which you use) Make sure the conflicts are in the order in which they occur, ending with the resolution.  (Think plot line)
2.1 Identify the type of conflict, internal or external, and label any characters or outside forces which caused these conflicts. If a character caused the conflict, write a brief description of that character.
3. a.  Choose the five most important events. Draw or create, through a magazine picture or picture printed from the internet, a small symbol to illustrate each obstacle.  (Symbol – not realistic image). Remember, symbols represent and don’t show a literal representation.
     b. Give a full explanation of how your symbol matches the obstacle.  This must be typed and also included on the project.

4. a. On poster board (or canvas of your choice), create a road that will demonstrate the direction the conflicts of your story travel.  Each conflict creates a “bump” in the road of some sort.  (If it is a mystery it may have a lot of twists or curves, whereas a romance may have a smoother course of action.) The bump should be representative of how large the event is. If it is the climax, it needs to be a full loop. 
    b. The climax also needs more than the 2-3 sentence explanation. If you started it that way, change it to a full paragraph including an explanation as to how you know this is the climax.
5. Place the obstacles and symbols on your map in the order that they appear in the story.  Remember, you are not summarizing or retelling the entire story – only the obstacles.
6. Determine the theme of the story by looking at the events. Write and include on your visual, a paragraph which explains the theme and why you believe it to be the theme.
7. Include the title of the novel and the character’s name on your map.

Requirements:
1. Each Friday I will check for progress. You should be able to show me that you have been following your characters development through the novel.

2. Your poster is due THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11th  – no exceptions!  If you know you will be absent on the 9th, you must turn your project in early.
3. Your Road Map must be neatly written and displayed.  All symbols must be clear representations of chosen obstacles. Make sure to include the theme and climax paragraph.
4. Conflict Road Map Rubric:
_____Conflicts identified - at least 10 (50) 5 points each DUE MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH 
_____Concise explanation of conflicts (100) 10 points each DUE MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH 
Classwork/Homework Grade: _____ / 150 points
This work is due Thursday, February 11th 

_____Character traits, 10 (adjective) (20) 2 points each

_____Type of conflict, 10 (Internal or External with force labeled ex. Nature, Character, Self, Society) (20) 2 points each 
_____Appropriate symbols to represent conflicts/obstacles, 5 with explanation (25) 5 points each 
_____Theme paragraph (50)
_____Climax paragraph (15)
_____Road that reflects the plot (50) 
_____​Title and Character identified (10) 

_____Colored, creative, and minimal ‘white’ space (10) 

Project Grade: _____ /200 points
